
President’s Report

A spring welcome to our dairy 
farmers in Iowa! 2023 has been 
a busy and eventful year so far. I 
hope our newsletter finds you in 
good spirits and thankful for all the 
blessings and goodness we have for 
being dairy farm families in this 
state and in our world. Spring is 
a busy time, but always a time to 
look forward to new growth and 
opportunities for the year. I hope 
for the best in all our challenges this 
coming year. 

Our legislative efforts have had 
many twists and turns this year 
with the raw milk bill being passed 
by Governor Reynolds and the 
Dairy Innovation bill being signed 

as we speak. A big thank you to 
our staff, especially our director, 
Mariah Busta, for all the work that 
was put into these two bills. Also, 
many thanks to Jill Altringer, our 
lobbyist, for her work for us during 
session. A great amount of time and 
effort, including both offensive and 
defensive strategies, went into the 
outcomes on both bills.

The efforts from our board members 
were much appreciated as they 
spent time contacting legislators. 
The policy committee played an 
integral role in the legislative action 
we took. Special thanks to all who 
made it down to Dairy Day at the 
Capitol this year. It was a time well 
spent and our words and thoughts 
were very much appreciated by the 
legislators we met with that day. Our 
presence impacted us as an Iowa 
dairy industry and the outcome 
of the Dairy Innovation bill being 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
•	JUNE 2, 2023 Iowa State University 

Dairy Open House at ISU Dairy 
Farm, Ames, IA

•	JUNE 4, 2023 Jones County Ag 
Breakfast at Great Jones County 
Fairgrounds, Monticello, IA

•	JUNE 6, 2023 Iowa Dairy Princess 
Communications Training at 
Convivium Urban Farmstead, 
Dubuque, IA

•	JUNE 16-17, 2023 Bear Creek Dairy 
Drive Thru, Brooklyn, IA

•	JUNE 17, 2023 Jones Dairy Farm 
Open House, Spencer, IA

•	JUNE 24, 2023 Breakfast on the 
Farm at Iowa’s Dairy Center, 
Calmar, IA

•	JUNE 25, 2023 Jackson/Clinton 
County Ice Cream Social at 
Hingtgen Dairy, Bellevue, IA

Lee Maassen
ISDA Board President



President’s Report (cont.)

passed was the fruit of our labor.

As dairy farmers, we can be 
thankful for all the dairy farm 
membership and support from the 
industry partners to keep ISDA 
moving forward. Together, we make 
the dairy in our state vibrant and 
viable for many years to come. We 
all have a role in letting everyone 
know how vital dairy is to our 
economy in our state and the 
greatness of foods we produce for 
our families, our consumers, and 
our world.

I know that at this moment our 

milk price is not the greatest and 
there are some supply management 
issues to work on, but we have great 
resources to be proud of in our state. 
Our task at ISDA is to move forward 
with who we are and what we do for 
our dairy farmers for the future for 
our farms, our families, our country, 
and our world. We have one of the 
greatest foods to provide for them. 
Milk: It does the body good!

Your President,

Lee Maassen
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“…we appreciate all the support from industry 
partners to keep ISDA moving forward.”

TARGET PATHOGENS WITH PROBIOTIC

PRECISION
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Take aim today with CLOSTAT.
kemin.com/clostat-dairy
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perfringens

CLOSTAT® is a unique, naturally 

occurring, patented probiotic 

containing Bacillus subtilis 

PB6. The PB6 in CLOSTAT 

effectively targets and disrupts 

Clostridium perfringens and 

other pathogenic bacteria.  

With known modes of action — 

and the research to back it up 

— CLOSTAT is the probiotic of 

choice to support gut health  

in dairy cattle.
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With the 
conclusion of the 
Iowa General 
Assembly at 
the beginning 
of May, ISDA 
has several 

highlights from the 2023 legislative 
session to reflect on. ISDA hosted 
Dairy Day at the Capitol in March 
where board members and staff 
visited the Capitol to meet with 
legislators. Topics of discussion 
revolved around the state of Iowa’s 
dairy industry, the Dairy Innovation 
bill and opportunities to bring 
additional dairy processing to Iowa. 
The visit also included a discussion 
with Kayla Lyon, director for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources. 

Once again, ISDA worked hard to 
pass and fund the Dairy Innovation 
Fund and Program. Last year, the bill 
passed, however, failed to receive the 
funding for the program. This year, 
we had great success. Iowa’s legislature 
passed the fund and program which 
will provide $750,000 to dairy farmers 
to implement on-farm processing 
and labor reducing technologies. 
This program, administered by the 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship, will provide farms 
with a one-to-one match of up to 
$100,000 for qualifying projects on 
farms with 50 or less employees. More 
information will be provided as it 
becomes available. 

ISDA supported funding for phase 
two of the Veterinary Diagnostic Lab 
(VDL) at Iowa State University. After 
negotiation, the House and Senate 
agreed to $18 million in funding 
over a two-year period. These funds 

will come from the Rebuild Iowa 
Infrastructure Fund, known as RIIF, 
which is primarily funded by Iowa 
gaming revenues. This funding comes 
in addition to the $40 million directed 
from ARPA funds by the Governor. 
We appreciate our legislators’ support 
and understanding of the importance 
of having a renowned diagnostic lab 
to support livestock in Iowa. 

Raw milk was a hot topic this session. 
ISDA continued to lobby against the 
bill to allow the sale of raw milk direct 
to consumers. ISDA opposed the 
bill because of the health and safety 
risks associated with unregulated 
unpasteurized milk. Prior to session, 
the ISDA policy committee members 
met with Senator Jason Schultz asking 
him to include more robust safety 
measures in the raw milk bill. Some 
precautions were added, however, 
ISDA did not feel they were adequate.

Ultimately, in this legislation, 
producers selling raw milk will not 
have to abide by the same quality and 
safety control measures as licensed 
and inspected dairy farms. ISDA sent 
a letter to the Governor asking her 

to veto the bill. However, Governor 
Reynolds signed the bill, which will go 
into effect July 1, 2023. 

In addition to our involvement in state 
government, ISDA is also active at the 
federal level. This fall, ISDA board 
members will travel to Washington 
D.C. to meet with legislators and 
discuss national issues that affect 
dairy farmers, including the Farm 
Bill. ISDA continues to make our 
voice heard in other national issues 
including labor, milk labeling and 
school milk. 

As always, ISDA encourages you 
as dairy farmers to talk to local 
legislators and help them understand 
the dairy industry and the issues you 
face on your farm. These conversations 
provide a foundation that we can build 
on in future legislative sessions. On 
behalf of ISDA, thank you for your 
membership and support. Have a 
happy June Dairy Month! 

Executive Director’s Report
Iowa Legislature Approves $750,000 in Funding for Qualifying Projects

“The Dairy Innovation Fund will be administered 
by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship. The program will provide 
a one-to-one match of up to $100,000 for 
qualifying projects on farms with 50 or less 
employees. More information will be provided 
as it becomes available.”

Mariah Busta, Executive Director 
Iowa State Dairy Association



Celebrate June Dairy Month at Hickory Hill Farms
Western Iowa Dairy Alliance Invites Public to Free, Family-Friendly Event

Dairy farmers across western Iowa are 
inviting the public to a family-friendly 
event at Hickory Hill Farms near 
Hospers, Iowa, to celebrate June Dairy 
Month. The event will include a dairy 
farm tour, free meal and activities 
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
June 14. The farm is located at 4045 
400th St, Hospers, Iowa. The June 
Dairy Month Celebration is sponsored 
by Western Iowa Dairy Alliance.

Visitors will tour Hickory Hills 
Farms, including opportunities to see 
where cows are milked, where they 
are housed and fed, and learn about 
the role of milk and dairy products 
in a healthy diet. Veterinarians, dairy 
nutritionists, dairy farmers and other 
experts will be available to answer 
questions.

“We are excited to invite everyone to 
celebrate June Dairy Month with us 
by touring the Dairy Farm and seeing 
where the dairy products they enjoy 
get their start,” stated Steve Meissner 
of Hickory Hill Farms. “Great-tasting 
dairy products start with healthy, 
comfortable cows, and we look 
forward to sharing how we care for 
animals and the land.”

The Meissner’s started milking in 
the 1890s with Great-Great Grandpa 
William Meissner in Sussex, WI. 
Today Steve and Scott Meissner are 
currently milking 4000 cows two 
times a day in a double 32 parlor.

Cows are housed in a freestall barn 
with fiber bedding and 24 hour 
access to feed and water, and the 
dairy is committed to using the latest 

technology, resources and talent 
of employees in producing high 
quality milk while protecting the 
environment and providing a positive 
way of life for its employees.

Following the tour, guests will enjoy a 
free cheeseburger meal, as well as milk 
and ice cream. We are honored to have 
Iowa Dairy Princess, along with Dairy 
Ambassador’s attending the event, and 
attendees will have the chance to meet 
dairy calves. In addition, there will be 
kid’s activities, educational displays, 
machinery display and much more!

June Dairy Month is a great 
opportunity to celebrate the efforts of 
Iowa’s dairy farmers as they deliver a 
wholesome and nutritious supply of 
milk and dairy products and make a 
significant contribution to the state’s 
economy and rural communities. 
Dairy is the fifth largest agricultural 
business in Iowa, generating $5.6 
billion a year in economic activity 
from farming to dairy processing, 
supplying 22,000 jobs with a labor 
income of $891 million. The annual 
economic impact of a single dairy cow 
is more than $25,000 per cow.

For more information about the open 
house, visit www.wiadairy.com or 
“Western Iowa Dairy Alliance” on 
Facebook. Please visit MidwestDairy.
com for more stories from the farm, 
dairy nutrition information and dairy 
recipes.

Western Iowa Dairy Alliance is a 
non-profit organization working as an 
advocate for the dairy producer and 
all those who support this industry 
with commitment and integrity, 
allowing us to bring the very best, 
most nourishing products to market, 
every day. For more information, visit 
www.wiadairy.com.
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The Iowa Dairy Princess Advisory Council has opened the eligibility requirements 

for the Iowa Dairy Princess Contest! 

NEW in 2022, the eligibility requirements were opened for the Iowa Dairy Princess Contest. All candidates must have an 
active interest in Iowa’s dairy cattle industry, and there are 3 ways a candidate may be eligible: 
1. First, the candidate represents their county promotion board or state breed association 

as either the princess OR the first alternate princess.  
2. Second, the candidate represented their county or state group last year and are still eligible to 

represent the same group again in this year’s contest. For example, you specific county may have 2 
representing candidates, the candidate from the previous year and also from the current year.  

3. Thirdly, differentiating from previous years, this 3rd item is also NEW from 2022 – where 
a candidate may reside in a county that does not have an active dairy promotion board, 

but still meets all the eligibility requirements and would like to enter to represent the 
county she lives in! 

We want to find the best dairy advocate to serve the dairy industry in Iowa each year, and the Iowa Dairy Princess 
Advisory Council has made these determinations to encourage any 17- to 24-year-old female to apply for the position 

each year by opening the eligibility requirements.  

To learn more, visit MidwestDairy.com.

SAVE THE DATE 
2023 Dairy Youth Communications Workshop & Dairy Princess 

Orientation Tuesday, June 6, 2023

IA Dairy Princess Contest Ad.indd   1IA Dairy Princess Contest Ad.indd   1 5/10/2023   3:59:05 PM5/10/2023   3:59:05 PM



Eighty-nine farmer leaders from 
across the 10-state Midwest region 
attended Midwest Dairy’s 2023 
Annual meeting in Des Moines, 
Iowa, in early April. In addition to 
the division and corporate board 
meetings hosted during this event, 
Midwest Dairy staff were also able 
to highlight checkoff work in three 
hands-on breakout sessions.

These breakout sessions were 
designed to allow dairy farmers to 
learn more about and experience 
the work done with their checkoff 
investment. They had the 
opportunity to ask questions and 
see firsthand how the expertise 
of Midwest Dairy staff is used to 
reach consumers working with and 
through partners.  

One breakout session allowed 
farmers to experience a “day in 
the life of a college student” by 
showcasing checkoff trust work with 
adult Gen Z on college campuses. 
This round-robin style breakout 
allowed farmers to rotate around 
the room to different stations. One 
station showcased our partnership 
with Version1 where farmers got 
to try their hand at playing the 
popular video game Rocket League 
and ask questions about the esports 
video gaming platform. Another 
station highlighted the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) training 
table, showcasing checkoff’s work 
with Husker Performance Nutrition 
staff. Midwest Dairy staff also 
encouraged farmers to enjoy a Greek 
yogurt snack served on campus. 
The final two stations included a 
classroom sustainability experience 
where farmers learned more about 
the Gen Z demographic’s opinions 

and a Winterfest De-Stress activity. 
Farmers were encouraged to “de-
stress” with a Santa photo op and 
peppermint hot chocolate milk that 
was also served at the Winterfest 
event in 2022 at Iowa State 
University. 

Another breakout session got farmers 
in the competitive spirit by playing 
a Family Feud style game to learn 
more about building demand for 
dairy with retail and food service 
partners. Farmers enjoyed playing 
Dairy Famer Feud, revealing specific 
retail and food service activations 
in 2022. Farmers walked away with 
a deeper understanding of checkoff 
demand work by showcasing sales 
activations and by seeing how and 
why we work with partners. In 
addition, innovative dairy products 
were available for tasting, allowing 
farmers to experience different dairy 
pairings that consumers are enjoying 
in the marketplace today. These 
samples included Casey’s breakfast 
burritos, a flavored milk limited-time 
offer from KwikTrip/Kwik Star, and 
a smoothie from a recipe that won a 
Fareway Dairy Recipe Contest. 

Lastly, farmers returned to high 
school to learn how checkoff creates 
trust for dairy by using the STEM 
curriculum through high school 

science classes and curriculum 
thought leaders. This STEM session 
gave a first look at the structure 
of lessons that are in development 
aimed at bringing sustainability 
and dairy to life in the classroom. 
Farmers participated in a hands-
on science experiment to showcase 
these efforts and experienced a 
lesson plan teachers might have 
kids participate in. These lessons 
will meet the new science standards 
badge requirements and be free to 
any school district.

The dairy experience didn’t stop 
there. Monday evening, a reception 
featured Midwest Dairy’s work 
to inspire innovation in dairy. 
Product samples were available 
showcasing partners DARI, LLC, 
and Twisted Egg Roll. Farmers got 
to experience two of DARI, LLC’s 
Moov’s milk flavors, strawberry 
and vanilla, and Twisted Egg Roll 
provided apple cheesecake, buffalo 
chicken, mushroom veggie melt, 
and cheesesteak eggrolls, allowing 
farmers to experience a variety of 
menu options. 

During the 2023 Midwest Dairy 
Annual Meeting, farmers got to 
learn, experience, and taste how 
their checkoff dollars are reaching 
consumers in the marketplace 
today to build demand and trust 
in dairy. Midwest Dairy is proud 
to be a farmer lead organization 
and encourages all dairy farmers to 
connect with board members from 
their own states and communities 
to learn more about their experience 
with checkoff initiatives during the 
2023 Annual Meeting. 

Dairy Farmers Experience Hands-on Approach to 
Checkoff Investments During Annual Meeting
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The Coalition to Support Iowa’s 
Farmers (CSIF) has been busy 
throughout the first few months of 
2023 providing assistance to livestock 
and poultry farmers across the state 
siting new facilities, interpreting 
rules and regulations, enhancing 
relationships with neighbors, and 
implementing best management 
practices, including planting trees.

Growing the Livestock 
Industry

This year has been one of cautious 
growth in the livestock and poultry 
sectors. During the 2022 fiscal year, 
CSIF provided on-farm consultations 
to 80 farm families. In addition, 
the Coalition received more than 
150 new requests for assistance 
and facilitated over 550 requests 
for continued support from farm 
families. At this point in the 2023 
fiscal year, CSIF has provided over 
50 on-farm consultations and 
has received more than 100 new 
requests for assistance as well as 330 
continued support requests. Since the 
Coalition was formed in 2004, the 
organization has now assisted nearly 
5,200 livestock and poultry farmers.

Along with growth in the livestock 
and poultry industries, comes the 
potential for neighbor relations 
issues with the construction 
of new facilities. Fortunately, 
proper planning and effective 
communication with neighbors has 
helped mitigate these problems.

“Farmers interested in growing their 
livestock farm, or perhaps putting up 
their first building, are encouraged 
to take their time in the planning 
process. Generally, it takes 6-8 
months of planning before you are 
able to start construction,” said CSIF 

Executive Director 
Brian Waddingham. 
“The more time 
spent selecting good 
sites and visiting 
with neighbors in 
advance of moving 
dirt, the more 
successful the 
outcome for the 
farm family has been.”

To schedule a free and confidential 
on-farm consultation, visit 
supportfarmers.com or call 800-932-
2436.

Improving Relations 
with Neighbors

In addition to communicating with 
community members, there are 
many other things farmers can do 
to proactively enhance relationships. 
One way is by planting trees.

The Coalition offers the expertise 
of the Green Farmstead Partner 
program, an initiative designed to 
provide information, resources, 
and contacts for farmers interested 
in planting trees on their farms. 
From providing visual screening, to 
improving eye appeal, to reducing 
odor, tree plantings are great way to 
help keep neighbors content. Not to 
mention the added benefits of wind 
and snow protection for the facility.

To date, more than 80,000 trees 
have been planted on livestock 
and poultry farms through the 
program. Visit supportfarmers.com/
greenfarmsteadpartner to learn more 
about the program.

Celebrating Good Farm 
Neighbors

CSIF is proud to celebrate good farm 
neighbors through the Wergin Good 

Farm Neighbor Award. The award, 
presented in partnership with the 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship and The Big Show, 
recognizes farm families who raise 
livestock responsibly, implement 
conservation and/or environmental 
stewardship practices on their land, 
and engage themselves in their 
community.

In September of 2022, the Schutte 
family became the 168th recipients of 
the award. Lance and Jonna Schutte, 
along with their four children, 
operate Jo-Lane Dairy in Clayton 
County. In addition to the 140 head 
dairy operation, the farm grows corn 
for grain and silage as well as alfalfa, 
oats, and rye. They have implemented 
many conservation practices 
including terraces, grass waterways, 
and cover crops.

Beyond the farm, Jonna is a 4-H 
leader, Sunday school teacher, 
Midwest Dairy Iowa Division 
Secretary, Iowa Dairy Princess 
Advisory Council member, and she 
serves on the Iowa Holstein State 
and District Youth Committees. 
The family also hosts an annual 
preschool farm tour.

Since 2003, 170 farm families 
have received the Wergin Good 
Farm Neighbor Award. To 
learn more about the award or 
nominate a deserving farmer, visit 
supportfarmers.com.

Coalition to Support Iowa’s Farmers

Leading the Way in Best Practices 
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Nearly 25% percent of a dairy’s 
production costs are in raising heifer 
replacements, thus a considerable 
amount of feed, time, and facilities 
must be invested to optimize growth 
for heifers to calve at an appropriate 
age. This project will empower dairy 
producers, heifer growers, and their 
employees with knowledge and tools 
needed to make positive changes in 
their heifer raising program.

The steps include recruiting farms 
to measure and benchmark heifer 
growth, providing bilingual resources 
for employees, and utilizing a hybrid 
approach to provide in-person and 

virtual offerings to our audience. 
Long-term outcomes include re-
evaluation of heifer inventories, 
changes in heifer management 
practices, and improved heifer 
performance and farm profitability. 

This summer, the Extension Dairy 
Team will recruit farms to participate 
in benchmarking heifer development. 
These farms will be visited at least 

twice during the project to collect 
heifer bodyweight and height, and 
mature body weight will be measured 
from a representative sample of 
healthy, mid lactation cows in their 
third or fourth lactation. Data from 
the project collection along with a 
questionnaire and computer or herd 
record analysis will be summarized 
and shared with the producer and 
their industry representatives. 

If producers are interested in 
participating in the project, please 
contact: Gail Carpenter at ajcarpen@
iastate.edu or Jennifer Bentley at 
jbentley@iastate.edu 

 Iowa State University Extension and Outreach

Upcoming Grant Project Focuses on Heifers
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A Dairy and Ag Outlook Seminar: 
Understanding a Changing Industry, 
will be held on Wednesday, June 14, 
at the Ridgeway Community Center, 
690 County Street, in Ridgeway, 
Iowa, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. This 
seminar is sponsored by Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach, 
the University of Minnesota 
Extension, and the University of 
Wisconsin Extension.

The seminar is targeted toward 
assisting ag lenders and farm 
financial advisers in helping farmers 
manage risk and understand market 
outlooks. Price risk management 
continues to be a major variable for 
profitability in many commodity 
enterprises while land has seen record 
inflation. Understanding the ag 
markets is a necessary part of lender 
portfolio management.

Topics include:

•	 Dairy Price Outlook – Spotlight 
on Supply, Demand, and Inflation. 
Presented by Leonard Polzin, 
University of Wisconsin.

•	 What’s the Future Hold for Small 
to Midsize Farms? Presented by 
Jim Salfer, University of Minnesota 
Dairy Extension.

•	 An Update on the Farm Economy. 
Presented by David Oppedahl, 
policy advisor, Federal Reserve 
Bank of Chicago.

•	 Land, Livestock and Crop Market 
Update. Presented by Chad Hart, 
Iowa State University.

•	 Ag Decision Maker Tools. 
Presented by Ann Johanns, ISU 
Extension and Outreach.

The cost is $40 for agricultural lenders 
and service providers and $20 for 
dairy and ag producers and students. 
Ag lenders and financial advisers are 
encouraged to invite and support 
their producers to attend the seminar. 
Payment will be taken at the door, but 
pre-registration is required at https://
go.iastate.edu/DAIRYAGOUTLOOK

For more information, contact 
Jennifer Bentley or Allie McIntyre 
at the ISU Extension and Outreach 
Winneshiek County office at 563-382-
2949. They can be reached by email 
at jbentley@iastate.edu or alliemc@
iastate.edu

 You’re Invited! Iowa State University Extension and Outreach

Stateline Dairy and Ag Outlook Seminar

Serving dairy farmers across the Midwest in a variety of ways, including: Industry Advocacy
Educational Opportunities
Youth Scholarships
Leadership Development

Effectively advocating 
dairy policies that 

impact dairy farmers. 

Providing more than 
$100,000 in disaster 
assistance in 2020.

Awarding $226,000 
in scholarships to 241 
students since 2013.

Learn more at www.FarmFirstDairyCooperative.com

WANT TO
SUPPORT 

IOWA’S DAIRY 
INDUSTRY?
CORPORATE 

SPONSORSHIPS 
AVAILABLE

For information, please 
email cynthiahamlett@

iowadairy.org
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Consumers are also increasingly 
interested in how their food is 
produced, who produces it, how 
animals are cared for and the impact 
on the environment. A recent 2020 
dairy consumer survey revealed 
that almost half of the respondents 
would purchase more products 
from companies that make animal 
welfare a core part of their business 
philosophy, and about three-quarters 
would pay a premium for these 
products. 

What Makes a 
Comfy Cow?

Cow comfort is important to 
milk production, milk quality, 
reproductive efficiency and the 
overall health and well-being 
including the physiological and 
emotional/behavioral needs of the 
cow. Fine tuning the environment 
and management practices can lead 
to increased milk production and 
economic benefits to dairy operations 
of all sizes.

Aspects of cow comfort include:

•	 Appropriately designed, soft and 
clean resting space that limits 
injury and/or disease.

•	 Protection from cold, wind, rain 
and sun.

•	 Effective cooling and ventilation.
•	 Proper lighting with illumination 

and color levels.
•	 Optimum stocking density.
•	 Good cow grouping according to 

social structure and behavior.
•	 Freedom of movement.
•	 Access to high-quality feed. 
•	 Access to fresh, clean water on 

demand. 

A Comfy Cow is a 
Hydrated Cow

Water is the single nutrient that can 
impact milk production the most 
drastically. Milking cows drink 
between 30 to 50 gallons of water 
per day to produce a nutrient packed 
product that is itself typically 87% 
water. 

“I always tell my clients that water is 
the most essential nutrient because 
without access to good, clean, fresh 
water you will limit the animal’s 
ability to perform,” said Dr. King 
Hickman, DVM and founding 
partner of GPS Dairy Consulting in 
Sheldon, Iowa. “You want to make 
sure that you are testing the water 
periodically to make sure it’s not 
high in sulfates, nitrates, manganese 
or iron to ensure good water quality. 
Another issue I see most commonly 
is not providing enough water space 
for the size and capacity of the pens 
and the waterers may be undersized. 
A simple rule of thumb is to plan 
for two linear inches of water space 
per lactating cow. You need to have 
enough space around your water 
troughs so that the animals can get 
a drink while other animals can 
still pass through so the area doesn’t 
become a bottle neck.”

Dairy cattle will consume as much 
as 50 to 60% of their total daily water 
consumption immediately after 
milking when given a choice. 

“Waterers that don’t perform well, 
meaning they weren’t filling quick 
enough can negatively impact milk 
production,” said Dr. Hickman. 
“You need enough water pressure 
and enough flow to meet the water 

demands of your cattle. Think about 
a water fountain that you or I might 
drink from that the water just barely 
dribbles out and you have a hard 
time getting enough water at one 
time or think about a water fountain 
that has too much pressure and the 
water just shoots out of the bowl.”  

Dairy Farmers Strive 
to Improve

The McAllister Family Dairy located 
in New Vienna, Iowa is one example 
of a multi-generational farm that is 
constantly monitoring the comfort, 
well-being and productivity of 
their 275 cow milking herd. The 
herd is primarily Holsteins with 
an additional 45 milking Jerseys. 
Eight years ago, the family invested 
in a major upgrade to the barn and 
facilities to prepare for long term 
viability and improve overall cow 
comfort. The results have been 
impressive.

McAllister Family Dairy is 
consistently ranks in the top 10% 
of dairy production for Dubuque 
County, Iowa awarded by the 
Dubuque County Dairy Promotion 
Association. This year the farm was 
also awarded for most improved 
fat and protein in 2022 with an 
improvement of 353 lbs. Additionally, 
they were recognized by CentralStar 
Cooperative, serving more than 7,500 
Midwest dairy and producers, with 
performance rankings of:

•	 Third ranked Jersey herd for 
energy corrected milk (ECM) and 
protein: 21,865 lbs. of milk; 1,169 
lbs. of fat at 5.3%; 833 lbs. protein 
at 3.8%; ECM 28,661 lbs. 

News & Views from Ritchie Industries 

Cow Comfort and Care Top of Mind for 
Both Consumers and Dairy Producers



STANDS OUT 
IN ITS FIELD

It’s easy to see why Ritchie Waterers stand 
out from the competition. And it’s not just 

because they’re red and yellow.
Find out how at ritchiestandsout.com
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•	 36th ranked Holstein herd for 
ECM (ranked 6th for comparative 
herd size); 32,325 lbs. of milk; 1,280 
lbs. of fat at 4.0%; 1,039 lbs. of 
protein at 3.2%; ECM 35,095 lbs.

“When cows are laying, they 
are making milk,” said Megan 
McAllister. “Cow comfort is crucial 
to any dairy farm and especially 
when trying to be more profitable.  
We are always looking for ways to 
stay abreast of the latest technology 
and tools available. A year and a half 
ago we put in an activity monitoring 
system for the cows. Last summer 
was the first time we could monitor 
heat stress. We thought that our barn 
was optimal for cow comfort, had 
enough ventilation — we were doing 
all the best management practices. 
Air movement felt great in the feed 
alley or when standing in the cows’ 
pens, but the data from our cows was 
telling us that they were feeling heat 
stress during very humid, hot and 
stale days.”

After review, it was determined 
that there was not enough air flow 
directly aimed at the cows’ heads 
when laying in their stalls. New fans 
were installed this spring to correct 
this issue. Everything from water 
quality to bedding cleanliness is 
scrutinized on the farm and every 
detail counts when it comes to cow 
comfort.

 “We clean our waterers every other 
day and we are pretty strict about it,” 
said McAllister. “We wouldn’t want 
to drink dirty water and neither do 
the cows. It is essential to make sure 
that our dairy cows have access to 

clean, fresh water at all times. It’s 
important for us to choose reliable 
and easy to maintain equipment. 

We know when we install a Ritchie 
waterer it is one less thing we have to 
worry about.” 

For more information, 
visit RitchieFount.com
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BUILT STRONGER.  
LASTS LONGER. 

507.375.5577   
dodausa.com
255 16th Street South, St. James, MN

Ask us about our free 30-day equipment trial.

Specialized equipment built stronger to  
execute your agricultural waste handling needs. 

SALES  >  SERVICE  >  TRADE-INS

Screw Separators Prop Mixers

Chopper Pumps Sludge Thickeners

Keep productivity high with a low urine pH.

Animate® nutritional specialty product, which is highly palatable, supports our 
recommendation of urine pH between 5.5 and 6.0 to help enhance pre- and 
postpartum blood calcium status. Maintaining normal blood calcium status may 
help reduce the prevalence of clinical and subclinical hypocalcemia, which 
may result in greater herd health and productivity.

Call 1.800.677.4623 to schedule an on-farm visit with 
one of our dairy specialists today.

THE COLOR THE COLOR OF MONEY.OF MONEY. WANT TO
SUPPORT 
IOWA’S 
DAIRY 

INDUSTRY?
CORPORATE 

SPONSORSHIPS 
AVAILABLE

For information, please 
email cynthiahamlett@

iowadairy.org

FRIDAY, JUNE 2ND 
 

7 AM - NOON

ENJOY DELICIOUS
DAIRY TREATS

AND DAIRY FARM
TOURS!

Fresh & wholesome dairy production
Comfortable cows
Dairy sustainability 
View a live milking parlor
Engage in interactive activities for all ages 

LEARN ABOUT

IOWA STATE
UNIVERSITY DAIRY
FARM OPEN HOUSE
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• 3/4″ thick vertical beater flighting
• Monobloc gearbox with large 3 1/8″ output shafts
• 3/4″ marine log chain apron featuring a limited 

lifetime warranty with heavy tubular slats
• Dual apron drive gearboxes
• Rubber tongue suspension

NEW PS6180 power spread
manure spreader

hsmfgco.com/dealer
FIND A DEALER WWW.HSMFGCO.COM

715-387-3414

Pioneer has been dedicated to the dairy industry 
for over 95 years. Our complete forages package 
gives you unrivaled performance and a team 
of local experts. Contact your Pioneer sales 
representative to learn about our corn silage 
products, alfalfa varieties and inoculants.

Pioneer.com/Forages 

DEDICATED TO 
DAIRY. DAILY. 

Pioneer® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase 
documents. ™ ® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its affiliated companies. © 2022 Corteva.  011753  PIO (04/23)  

“Your Waste System Specialists”

www.automatedwastesystems.com

Find us on
Facebook

As your liquid & dry manure specialists, 
we offer a complete line of manure 
handling equipment to meet just about 
every need.

We always have a large selection of 
new & good clean used equipment on hand. 

•  Liquid manure tanks
•  Manure scraper systems
•  Manure pumps
•  Drag hose systems
•  Pit additives
•  Dry box spreaders

(commercial or farm duty)

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

(712) 439-20813115 320th St. • Hull, Iowa 51239
3516 9th Ave. SW • Watertown, SD 57201

aws@premieronline.net

Check Out the 
Latest Industry 
News & Events 
AT Our Website
iowadairy.org
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“You have to keep improving if 
you want to stay in the industry. 
Technology is out there for you 
to take advantage of it and 
make your life easier and be as 
productive as possible.”
-Anna Hinchley, 
 Hinchley’s Dairy Farm, 
Cambridge, WI

The information given in this publication is provided for information purposes only and does not constitute an offer for sale. 
Certain products may not be available in individual countries and products supplied may differ from those illustrated. No part 
of this publication may be copied or published by means of printing, photocopying, microfilm or any other process whatsoever 
without prior permission in writing by Lely Holding B.V. Although the contents of this publication have been compiled with the 
greatest possible care, Lely cannot accept liability for any damage that might arise from errors or omissions in this publication. 
For more information on the right on exclusive use please refer to our trademark notice on www.lely.com. Copyright © 2023 Lely 
Holding B.V. All rights reserved. 1864_0423_US

The way to dairy.™

www.lely.com    1-888-245-4684

Scan the QR code to 
watch a video from 
Hinchley’s Dairy Farm!

Or go to: www.lely.com /ISDA

ISDA Processor
Supporters
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Midwest Dairy announced 11 students will receive 
$1,000 scholarships this fall to an accredited college or 
university of their choice. Applications were reviewed by 
a committee and recipients were chosen based on their 
involvement in the dairy industry, leadership, career 
plans and academic standing. This year’s recipients 
include:
•	Grace Clark of Rudd. Studying dairy science at Iowa 

State University.
•	Sydney Demmer of Dundee. Studying agricultural 

business at Kirkwood Community College.
•	Ian Dunleavy of Denver, IA. Studying political science 

and international relations at the University of Iowa.
•	Ashley Elsbernd of Calmar. Studying dairy science 

with a minor in agribusiness at the University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville.

•	Amber Engelken of Earlville. Studying dairy science 
with minors in agronomy and environmental studies at 
Iowa State University.

•	Kiersten Gibbs of Waterville. Studying animal science 
with a minor in nutrition at Iowa State University.

•	Jake Hoefler of New Vienna. Studying diesel 
technology at Hawkeye Community College.

•	Lauren Kishman of Monona. Studying animal science 
at the University of Wisconsin-Platteville.

•	Nathan Knapp of Larchwood. Studying diesel 
mechanics at Southeast Technical Institute. 

•	Thomas Lehmann of Durango. Studying for a Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Iowa State University.

•	Troy Schmitt of Fort Atkinson. Studying accounting at 
the University of Northern Iowa. 

Two additional scholarships will be awarded to the Iowa 
Dairy Princess and alternate upon completion of their 
duties following the Iowa State Fair. These recipients 
are Naomi Scott of Westgate and Emily Manweiler of 
Sumner.

News from Midwest Dairy Association

Iowa Students Earn $1,000 Scholarship Awards

Iowa State Dairy Association announced 14 students 
will receive $500 scholarships this fall to an accredited 
college or university of their choice. Applications were 
reviewed by a committee and recipients were chosen 
based on their involvement in the dairy industry, 
leadership, career plans and academic standing. This 
year’s recipients include:

•	Aidan Bower of Danbury. Studying biological 
systems engineering at Iowa State University. 

•	Corin Bower of Danbury. Studying elementary 
education at Morningside College.

•	Grace Clark of Rudd. Studying animal and dairy 
science at Iowa State University.

•	Anna Dietzenbach of Fort Atkinson. Studying 
agriculture business at Hawkeye Community 
College. 

•	Ian Dunleavy of Denver. Studying political 
science and international relations at the 
University of Iowa.

•	Amber Engelken of Earlville. Studying 
dairy science with minors in agronomy and 
environmental studies at Iowa State University.

•	Kiersten Gibbs of Waterville. Studying animal 
science with  minor in nutrition at ISU.

•	Tara Knapp of Larchwood. Studying diagnostic 
medical sonography at Southeast Technical Institute. 

•	Thomas Lehmann of Durango. Studying for a 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Iowa State University. 

•	Peyton Luehmann of Lewiston, MN. Studying dairy 
science technology at Northeast Iowa Community 
College.

•	Allison Schelling of Orange City. Studying equine 
science and management at Ellsworth Community 
College. 

•	Jacqlyn Schmitt of Fort Atkinson. Studying 
political science at Iowa State University. 

•	Troy Schmitt of Fort Atkinson. Studying 
accounting at the University of Northern Iowa. 

•	Anna ten Hoeve of Waverly. Studying interior 
design at Iowa State University.

The ISDA scholarship fund is made possible through 
ISDA memberships and sponsorship from the Central 
Plains Dairy Foundation.  

ISDA Names $500 Scholarship Award Winners
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The Ralph Keeling Leadership 
Award is presented annually to an 
Iowan who has shown outstanding 
leadership in Iowa’s dairy industry. 
This award is in honor of the late 
Ralph Keeling. Keeling operated a 
successful dairy farm and business, 
devoting much of his time and 

talents to progressing Iowa’s dairy 
industry.  Established in 1967, the 
award recognizes those individuals 
whose leadership efforts contribute 
significantly to Iowa’s dairy industry.

The 2022 recipients of The Ralph 
Keeling Leadership Award were Dave 
Brown and Joe Simon. 

If you know a dairy farmer or 
industry representative deserving of 
the award, submit the nomination 
form to the ISDA team by visiting  
www.iowadairy.org/scholarships-
and-awards. Questions? Please reach 
out to Exective Director Mariah 
Busta at mariahbusta@iowadairy.org. 

ISDA Announces 2022 Leadership Award Winners

•	1967 Robert Lage
•	1968 Art R. Porter
•	1969 Roy Nelson
•	1970 George Opperman
•	1971 Wallace McKee
•	1972 Al Hagen
•	1973 Floyd Arnold
•	1974 Art Kirchoff
•	1975 G. Joe Lyon
•	1976 Harvey Moeckly
•	1977 Verner Nielsen
•	1978 Betty Bowers
•	1979 Carl Zurborg
•	1980 Elmer Paper

•	1981 C. Frederick Foreman
•	1982 Harry Clampitt
•	1983 Don Voelker
•	1984 John Prestemon
•	1985 Craig Morrison
•	1986 Bernard Monson
•	1987 Dr. Bill LaGrange
•	1988 Maynard Lang
•	1989 Paul Koepke
•	1990 Pat Hoover
•	1991 Marvin Schlitzer s
•	1992 Maurice Landsgard
•	1993 Ron Orth
•	1994 Wilbur Nielsen

•	1995 Dale Gerlach
•	1996 Marvin Horn
•	1997 Mark Schmitt
•	1998 Lester Steffens
•	1999 Dr. Leo Timms
•	2000 Vernice Moon
•	2001 David Kunde
•	2002 Norma “Duffy” Lyon
•	2003 Dr. Gene Freeman
•	2004 Dale Meyer
•	2005 Norm Moklestad
•	2006 Dave & Pam Bolin
•	2007 Dale Thoreson 

•	2008 Galen & Jeanne 
Breuer

•	2009 Craig Lang
•	2010 Dr. Christine Mondak
•	2011 Larry Shover
•	2012 Wayne Dykshorn 

Dr. M. Douglas Kenealy
•	2013 Bruce Brockshus 

Gerrit Davelaar
•	2014 Norbert Schmidt 

Dennis Mashek
•	2015 Jim Tentinger 

Dr. Maynard Hogberg
•	2016 Gary Kregel 

Dick Horne
•	2017 Lee Maassen 

Lee Kilmer
•	2018 Ken Birker 

Ron Lenth
•	2019 Alan Steffens 

Chris Hoeger
•	2020 Larry Landsgard 

Dr. Larry Tranel
•	2021 Leroy Eggink 

Dr. Delbert “Kent” Nelson
•	2022 Dave Brown 

Joe Simon

—  P A S T  R A L P H  K E E L I N G  A W A R D  W I N N E R S  —
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101 NE Trilein Dr. • Ankeny, IA 50021

2023 Iowa State Dairy Association Membership Form

PRODUCER MEMBERSHIP: 
Waived 

Open to any individual actively 
dairy farming by producing milk 
or raising heifer replacements.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: 
$25/YEAR 

Available to any individual not 
actively dairy farming but has 

interest in the Iowa dairy industry.

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Please contact Mariah Busta at 
563-449-2414 for information on 
ISDA’s corporate memberships.

Contact Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Farm or Business Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________________________________ State:__________ ZIP Code:_________________

Phone:____________________________________________________ Cell Phone:_____________________________________

County:__________________________ Email:___________________________________________________________________

# of Cows:____________ Ship Milk To:_________________________________________________________________________

I wish to opt out of the ISDA Producer Membership. I understand that by checking this box I opt out and will lose the right to the benefits provided by the ISDA.

You can also visit the ISDA website at www.iowadairy.org to fill out an online membership form. Please make Associate Membership 
checks payable to the Iowa State Dairy Association. For 2023, the ISDA Producer Membership fee will be waived in recognition of the 
financial restraints in the agricultural industry in Iowa. In 2023, we will review reinstating membership fees for the 2024 calendar year.

While membership dues to the Iowa State Dairy Association are not tax deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes, a portion may be tax deductible as 
ordinary and necessary business expenses. However, the portion of membership dues that represent nondeductible lobbying activities of Iowa State Dairy Association is not tax 
deductible. The nondeductible portion of your dues is 30%. Please return dues and membership form to: ISDA Accounting Office, 2015 Rice Street, St. Paul, MN 55113.


